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Tubas amid tubrs at festivl of ﬂoél‘sh, ‘

innovative display competition,  exhibitors the chance to be more

AGAPANTHUS grower Steve
Hickman hopes his floral display
“Brassed Off” will hit the right
note with the judges at
Harrogate's Spring Flower Show,
which opens today at the Great
Yorkshire Showground.

Mr Hickman, from Hoyland
Plant Centre, in Barnsley, played

the cornet for years in his local
brass band so has a special feel
ox the subject of his entry in the

adventurous while still featuring
their flowers and plants.

There will be a host of daffodil
trumpets on view during the
show while the Yorkshire
Volunteer Dixie Band, Ripon
City Band and Yorkshire Post
Jazz Band are among those lined
up to entertain visitors over the
next four days.

More than 55,000 visitors are
expected to visit the show by
Sunday afternoon, with

which this year is on the theme
“It's Show time”.

“I've played since I was a little
lad and this combines both my
interest in plants and music,” he

The double bass that his father
played in the Hoyland Town Band
is at the centre of the display,
which is aptly sponsored by
Strata Brass Band from Hoyland.

The display competition was
introduced to allow nursery
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thousands of plants and
colourful biooms on
competition, display and
“Gardens great and small
suffered badly from the
winter,” said North of
Horticultural Society p
Marian Foster. “As the firse
horticultural show of the yeas™
Harrogate’s wonderful chosce
colourful plants to brighten gu=
borders is an inspiration fora
fresh start.”
Show preview: Page 6.




